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PREACHING THE GOSPEL WITHOUT PURSE AND SCRIP. 
BY ELDER K DAVIS. | 


I was interested in 
Chandler, which peared 
er, ap in No. 
28, Vol. xlviii of the MILLENNIAL 
era, upon the subject of traveling 
witheut purse and scrip. It is a 
topic of great interest to Elders sent 
out ‘to preach the el, and the 
spirit and ideas exhibited by the 
writer in the letter anaes to agree 
fully with those entertained by other 
missionaries who have come to- ye 
land full of faith and zeal for 
work of God, and are of such. great 


importance, that perhaps a few more 


words upon the same subject may be- 


beneficial and interesting to us all, 
and serve to stimulate encourage 
young and inexperienced missionaries 
in their labors. We Latter-day Saints 
are, and should be, a practical people. 
If we do not 851 ractice we 
may it u because of our lack of | Ch 
faith in the word of God? 

Ia the Book of Doctrine and Cove- 

nants, sec. Ixxxiv, we read as follows: 
Therefore let no among yor 
this comman 


f to 
Sam * are re called of God in | called 


from the pen 


the church unto the ministry,) from 
this hour take purse or scrip, that 
goeth forth to proclaim this his Gospel 

of the kingdom. Behold, I send on 
out to reprove the world "of all their 
unrighteous deeds, and to teach them 

of a Judgment which is to come. 


also, for I will go before your face: 
I will be on your ri ht hand and on 
your left, and my Spirit shall bei 

your hearts, and. 1. angels roun 

about you, to bear you up. Whoso 
receiveth you recéiveth me, and the 
same will feed you, and clothe you, 
and give you money. he who 
feeds you, or clothes you, or gives 


you money, shall in no wise | 1 
reward: And he that doeth not 
things is not m. disciple; b this. — 


may know my disciples,” ere has 
deen no subsequent revelation to the 

Church to su e the one just 
quoted but we have the living oracles 


in our midst; the Church is guided 
by present revelation to meet the exi- 
gences of the times, and the condition 
of among whom we are 


whoso réceiveth you, there I will be 
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It is also the prerogative of every 
Elder to receive revelation for his in- 
dividual guidance (not for the Church 
nor for those who preside over him; 
in the performance of his duties, an 


Elders who have filled missions, that 
so long as they were diligent in préach- 
ing the Gospel and —— testimony 
of the great latter-day work which the 
Lord is doing, both in the highways 
and wherever opportunity occu 
that the Lord has been with them, 
and raised up friends who have minis- 
tered unto their wants. The Renee: 
ing of the Gospel meets with very 
different results in these lands now to 


what it did in the year 1837, when ga 
in the year 1832, He knew and fore- 


Elders H. C. Kimball, O. Hyde and 


others first proclaimed the joyful 


tidings to the people. They found 
many whom the Lord had r 
by ms and visions ready to re- 
ceive them with open arms, and treat 
them as they would angels from hea- 
ven; they were hungry for the Gos- 
ie and were eagerly waiting and 
ooking for it to come; and such a re- 
ception as the Elders received glad- 
dened their hearts and gave them 
courage and great joy in their labors, 
for the people did minister unto them 
food, clothing and money, and t 
results followed the preaching of the 
word, for thousands were added to 
the Church in the first few months. 
We labor according to the faith and 


intelligence we possess, and our suc- 


‘cess depends more upon the amount 


of faith that we have, than upon our 
scholastic attainments. A man having 
a large degree of faith will naturally 
be very zealous, and by some may be 
accounted imaginary or conceited; but 


this should not, neither will it, dampen |. 


the ardor or fervency of spirit of a 
faithful man, but will teach him wis- 
dom, and give more impetus to his 
reasoning faculties. The experience 
which I have gained as a traveling 
missionary warrants me in saying, 
that if we will humble ourselves be- 


fore the Lord and divest ourselves of 
all foolish pride, and seek by fasting 


| 


it is the experience of all the faithful 
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failed to do so yet, and never will 
We do not expect to make many con- 
verts in a field that has been worked 
by good, faithful men for so many 
years; but the Elders who have pre- 
reded us have scattered seed in many 
directions, and some has taken root 
in good soil and is waiting for the 
laborer to come to gather it in. And 
while we are reaping the results of 
their labors we can plow up fresh 


rred, soil, a and sow 


more of It may seem 
a hard task to undertake—we <0 
expected it was.a very easy one—bu 
like everything tt tb so ha 


when you get used to it. When the Lord 


— 


and prayer to get the spirit of. our 


mission upon us, and then go forth 
two by two in the manner 8 


without purse and scrip, that Goc 
will perform His part. He bas never 


ve that revelation to Joseph Smith, 


saw the conditions and circumstances 
under which the Elders of His Church 
would have to preach the Gos 


| | and 
several revelations were given upon 
the same subject. See Doc. and . 
and in in — 
xlii, 9, we are it is to be preache 

* Until the time shall come when it 
shall be revealed unto you from on 


high, when the city of the New Jeru- 


em shall be prepared, that ye ma: 
be gathered ye —— | be 
my N. and I will be your God.” 

e find by the revelations alluded -to 
that we are sent out to “prove the 
nations,” and to reprove fhe world 
of ‘all their unrighteous deeds,” and 
the Lord promises to be with us; and 
when we go forth and do our duty 
and the peo le will not minister to our 
wants, the Lord says by this we shall 
know that they are not His disciples. 

We are told also in the same reve- 


lation what we shall do for a testi- 


mony against those who reject our 
message. We are commanded “Never- 
theless to search diligently and spare 
not; and wo unto that house or that 
village or city that rejecteth you, or 
your words; or 51 testimony con- 
cerning me. Wo I say again unto 
that house, or that village or city that 
rejecteth you or your words or your 
testimony of me; hag the Almighty, 
have laid my hands upon the nations, 
to scourge them for their wickedness: 
And plagues shall go forth, and they 


shall not be taken from the earth un- 


til I have completed my work which 


shall be cut short in right 


/ 
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Nor wo often pray to the Lord to | 


hasten: His work and bring deliver- 
ance for Zion, and the faithful ser- 
vants of God are eagerly watching 

every event that transpires among the 
nations of the earth. They, like im- 
prisoned captives, watch the rise and 
setting of sach sun, and impatiently 
count the dark and long weary hours 


of the night with saddened, yet coura- 
geous hearts, looking-with longing 
that day that 


the dawn o 3 
all bring them liberty; either in 
life, or a death that would not be 
death. to them, but a joyful reunion 
with the prophets and martyrs who 
have laid down their lives in the same 
cause in which we are engaged. The 
S as willing to hasten 
His work and more so, than we are 
to see it forwarded, and He is looking 
to us to do the necessary work that is 
to be done in order that His purposes 
may roll forth. The people have to 
be warned of the “marvelous work 
and a wonder” that the Lord has com- 
menced to do in these days. The 
season for open-air preaching is now 
upon us, aud although we may not 
succeed in converting many to the 
Gospel, yet our duty is to warn them, 
and by this means assist the Almighty 
in this great latter-day work. 

The Lord often accomplishes His 
— es through human agencies, and 

0 
be up and doing, for the testimony of 
this great work, and the critical posi- 
tion of many of those who are dearer 
to us than life, will nerve him on and 
cause him to realize that this is a 
time to be valiant and not to be idle. 
We read in Doc. and Cov., sec. Ix: 
82 * sent to 
pt my pel among the congre- 
gations of the wicked; wherefore I 
give unto them a commandment thus: 
Thou shalt not idle away thy time, 


heaven 


er who realizes this wants to 


left without excuse, an 


neither shalt thou bury thy talent that 

it may not be known.“ 
_ The work of preaching and waning 

the people has to be done, and G 

has called us to do it. To the world 
it is a marvelous announcement—to 
proclaim to them the startling news 
that God has again spoken from the 
and sent angels who have 
endowed men with power and autho- 
rity to act in His namie, and to herald © 
forth the “Thus saith the Lord,” as 
did His servants of old. The words 
of the hymn on page 3465, viz: “ Ye 
who are called to labor,” occur to our 
mind just now, and would be very 
appropriate to this subject. The more 
we rely upon the Lord, the more good 


we can accomplish; we may have to 


— up with * inconveniences, eat 
umble fare, and occasionally miss a 
meal perhaps, but by getting down to 
the people and among them, we are 
able to find out what they are, whe- 
ther they are lambs, sheep, goats or 
wol ves, and so prove them. 

Many of our brethren blessed with 
means have rented halls to preach in, 
and spent a good deal of money in- 
publishing the printed word and cir- 


culating it among the people. They 
have also assisted ~~ Saints to emi- 
rate, and they will be greatly blessed 


or so doing. It is evident to our 
mind that some of the reasons that 
the Almighty had in view in com- 
manding the Elders to f° forth two 
by two without purse and scrip we 
that they might the more Feel an 
thoroughly accomplish the work and 
rove the nations, that they might be 
that He 
might be justified in pouring down 
the —— upon them predicted 
by the prophets. The Lord knows 
our weaknesses, and we know that at 
no time do we draw so near to Him 
as when in time of need. 


A CONVERSATION. 

To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is bes 
cause there is no light in them —Taalan 8,20. 

or tae Hovsx.—Indeed, Mr. | meals, It seems that we have nothing 
Owens, I hardly know what to do for | to offer people who do not drink tea. 

you, as you do not take tea with your | Elder O.— Well, Mrs. O., just for 
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of being like the rest of you 
ker , will 


vidin| ou give it me equall 
th mile and well sweetened. 


=! beg M 
your lon, Mr. O but why 

dp 778 not Hie nk tea and 
O. Sir, do. -not 
ink it necessary to use those 
drinks when milk or water will an- 
swer the same, or a better purpose. 
Besides, in a modern revelation God 
has said they are not good for man 
only when used as medicine; and as a 
rule tea, coffee and liquors are not ex- 
72 — our people. 
wha e you 
long friend of seine 
laughingly answered for 
by saying: He ts one of those 
deluded Latter-day Saints from Salt 


Mr. J.—Well, well; I 45 nen 


Mr. Jones(a P | 


much of that peculiar people duri 
my )ife—remember hearing. two 
them preaching in Mac allet man) 


ears ago — but never aa did 
| * ths privilege of eating at a table 
th a man who claimed to be a Saint. 
™ Elder O,—Well, sir, you are now in 
the immediate presence of a real live 

“ Mormon” Elder from Idaho. 

Mr. J.—I understand that you fel- 
lows 8 miracles, is it true? 
—I do not under - 

‘wh whet yon mean by the word 

e claim to have autho- 
rity from “treme God to preach the Gospel of 
repentance, and to administer bap- | 
om by immersion * me 
Of sins, wi ing on o 8 g 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
believe in the same organization that 
existed in the primitive Church, with 
apostles, } ts, high priests, seven - 
ties, elders, bishops, priests, teachers 
and deacons, with the gifts of heal- 
ing, and all other 


Paul in 1 Cor. 
and Eph. iv, Here, sir, is 
a leaflet containin the Articles of our 
Faith, which I will leave with you. 


Mr. J.—Why, you sore. * red ex- 
‘pect to see those 
this age of worl 
when Christianity has stood. the teat 


hot needed 


r stead of being 


e also baptized 


gen 


read of 


f hteen hundred years, Those 
were given to Apostolic 
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arch for the purpose of establish 
ng the divine authority of Christ, and 


it from the exist- 
ing sects and denominations of pagan- 
ism, and are no more needed 
than Sip Site fifth wheel of a coach. 
Ider O.— If there ever was a time 
distinction of the was 
A the true order 
of the Gospel frum the man-made sys- 
tems or worship, it certainly is the 
as it is impossible for 
— — ity to-day, wi 
thee many forms and rituals, to be 
on that strait and narrow way spoken 
of by the Savior in Matt, vii, 13, 14: 
“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for 
gr ay and broad is the 
way, that to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat: 
strait is the gate, and narrow 
is the. way. ings unto — 
and few there be that find it.“ The 


when: 


aul some tive for 
he said: There is one body, a 


ye 
calling; one. Lord, one 
ptism. "These latter 
representatives of the * of redem 
tion, „ may 
the reli · 


gions of to-day.. And I. would like 
you toigive me.come sign by which I 
aa the Church of Christ among 
E e it is to be found, remember- 
ing 6 —— answer of our Sarior 

icodemus: Except a man be 

2 of water and ef the spirit, he 

cannot enter into the kingdom of 
3 If so, 


in one 


how and — hg | 
Mr-.J.—I was baptized by 
as my 
— that my name might be 
— in the book of life and be- 
come a member of His kingdom. 
Elder His di a certain occasion we 
isciples rebuking some 


| | upon, sur 

} 

| 

iT: ne ZOU buca nem. 7 

hen Jesus 
unto them, Suffer 
| e little children to come unto me, 
ig aud forbid them not; far of such is 
5 the kingdom of God” (Mark x, 14). 
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From this 1 would infer that little 
children are free from sin and need 
no baptism until they have arrived at 


an accountable age—knowing good | 
i that he. was called 


from evi And we babe the sure 
word that no unclean thing can 
enter into the kingdom of God.” 


tist in the wilderness of Judea “preae 
ing the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins,” He demanded bap- 
tism of him, saying: Thus it becom- 
eth us to. fulfill all righteousness,” 
By 80 doing He gave all to under- 
stand that John was teaching a cor- 


rect doctrine and for a right 


purpose, and that a fullness of salva- 
tion cannot be had without that same 
baptism, followed by the reception of 
the Holy Ghost and a life of good 
works and actions. a 

Mr. J.—I do not believe that your 


be of good cheer; 
thee” (Matt. ix, 


one who has aut 


duly commissioned. servant of God, 


to minister im of the 
Gospel, pray tell me who authorized 
you to in the sacred ordi- 
nances of the Gospe wane Feat has 
so plainly said: “ No maa taketh this 
honor to himself, but he that is called | 


| 


of God as was Aaron” (Heb. v, 4). 
And if you wish to know how he was 
called to the ministry, you need only 
turn to Exodus iv, 27, — to — 

ocy 
through Moses, the Prophet: 4 here- 


| : fore, any man who has not been called 
When the Savior found John the a in 


the samie way has no right what- 
ever to preach the Gospel or to ad- 
minister in any of its ordinances, 

Mr. J.—That kind of trash may do 
for you folks out there in Utah, but 
it will not do for us in this country 
nowadays. If Mormonism were up 
to its head in the Salt Lake, I 
would not give it a helping hand to 
get to shore. ((Vor me, nor me,” 
tstening near by.) 3 | 

Elder Gael, Mr. Jones, I am 
sorry that you have such an abhor- 
rence for the truth as to put you into 
such a bad temper as that, because 


the day will come when you and all 


others will have to receive and obey 
the plan of salvation as taught by the 


Latter-day Saints, before ever you 


can be exalted in the kingdom of 
God, and many thousands will yet 
know that Joseph Smith was a true 
prophet of God. We may be evil 
a of, persecuted and imprisoned 
to-day, but it will not always be so. 

Mr. J.—Good- bye, Mr. Owens, good- 
by’, poar fellow as you are, and all 
who believe what you teach. The 
train is coming and I must be off; 


good day. 
Elder O.—Try to make it a point 
hereafter, Mr. Jones, to teach the 


truth to your le and believe and 
obey it yourself, Good-bye and good 
day to you sir. etd 


| MINUTES OF THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE, 
‘HELD AT HOOKLEY CHAPEL, HUNTER’S VALE, SUNDAY, AUGUST 1, 1886, 


Ex nns present from Utah: Daniel | 
H. Wells, Président of the ae 
the J. F. Fre 

President of, and E. Thomas, Charles 
Kelly, Jos Orton, C. J. Thomas, Geo. 
Dunford, Traveling Elders in the Bir- 


mingham Conference; visiting Elders: 
Edward Stevenson, M. B. Shipp, Geo, 


Taylor, Thos. Hall, J. S. H. Bodell 


and Quiney Nichols. 


Singing. Prayer by Elder Shipp. 


Singing. 
President Freeze called upon the 
Traveling Elders for their 72 
which were given as follows: Elder 
Kelly reported the Northampton, 


> 


11 
baptiem is necessary, at all events, as 
I believe that by repenting and giving 
one’s soul entirely to Jesus and living 
a moral life, that God will forgive our 
sins just the same as Jesus did the a 
man that was brought to Him sick of 
the palsy. Jesus seeing their faith 
said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, 
be forgiven 
forgive sins, 
claims to be a 
with power and authority to do suc 
thin 
Rides O,—As you question my right 
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Elder Orton the Hereford, and Elder 
E. Thomas the Wolverhampton Dis- 
trict. Their reports showed that the 
generality of the Saints were endea- 
voring to live their religion and do 
all in their power to advance the in- 
terests of the work of God; there were 
others who had become indifferent as 
to their religious duties, and did not 
manifest a disposition to do anything 
for the support of the work. In some 
localities strangers were investigating 
the principles and doctrines of the 
Church, and there was a prospect in 
the near future of several being added 
to the Church by baptism. The bre- 
thren expressed the joy and satisfac- 
tion they had experienced in their 
labors, and their willingness to do all 
in their power to disseminate the 
principles of the Gospel among_ the 
people. In this respect they had 


worked zealously, and anticipated that. 


some good would result from their 
efforts, 

Elder Nichols next addressed the 
Conference, and said we were living 
in that period of time referred to by 
the Prophet Isaiah, when darkness 
would cover the earth and gross dark- 
ness the minds of the people. The 
opprobrium cast upon the Saints had 
the effect of deterring many from join- 
ing the Church; nevertheless the pur- 
poses of God in reference to His work 
would be accomplished despite the 
antagonism of the world. He ex- 
horted the Saints to . and to 
conform to the laws of the Gospel, 
and so prepare themselves for greater 
R which were only attainable 
through living pure lives before God. 

Adjourned with singing and prayer. 


2-30 p.m, 
Meeting opened with singing and 
President Freeze read the financial 
and statistical reports for the hal: 
year ending June 30th, which showed 
there were in the Conference 4 High 
Priests, 3 Seventies, 48 Elders, 12 
- Priests, 14 Teachers, 10 Deacons and 
- 301 members. Baptized 20, emigrated 
28 over 8 years old, under 8 years, 6, 
deaths 2 The authorities of the 
Church and the general and local priest- 
hood were also presented and sustained 


ly a unanimous vote. 


| of Mormon, proving from the 
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| Elder Hall bore testimony te the 


restoration of the Gospel, and its 
poteney to produce the same results 
as anciently. There was no royal 
road to heaven, and all that desired 
to be saved in the kingdom of God 
must follow the course-that Christ had 


Ider Shipp bore testimony to the 
divine mission of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, who was the instrument in the 
hands of God of laying the foundation 
of His kingdom on the earth, which 
would stand for ever, and the priest- 
hood would not again be taken from 
the earth, according to the decrees of 
the Almighty. Perseeution had not 
hindered the progress of the Gospel 
in the past, and would not do so in 
the future, for the work of God would 
yet extend to the ends of the earth, 
and the signs of the times indicated 
that the second advent of Christ was 
near. 
Meeting adjourned with singing and 
benediction. „ 
After the usual opening exercises, 
Elder Dunford’ spoke upon the ne- 
cessity of mankind rendering obedi- 
ence to the plan of salvation, for God, 
who was the parent of the human 
‘family, claimed obedience to His laws 
from His children; but the great 
majority of the people. had always 
been indifferent as to the. principles 
that concerned their eternal welfare. 
He had been a resident in Utah for 
many years, and he desired particu- 
larly to state that the authorities of 
e Church had never given him any 
advice but that would, if carried out, 
conduce to his blessing and salvation. 
Elder Stevenson bore testimony to 
the divine authenticity of the Boo 
Scrip- 
. tures. that such a work would come 


f | forth in the latter days; also to the 


restoration of the Gospel through the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, which was a 
perfect pattern of that which was es- 
tablished by Christ, and was attended 
with all the power and blessings that 
existed with it anciently. He referred 
to the religious aud political conten- 
tion that existed in the world, and 
stated the time was near -when the 


world would be compelled to admit 


* 
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the truth of the testimonies of the them. The world had gone into dark- 
Elders, because of the fulfillment of ness and had forgotten God, and were 
their words. living in disobedience to His word; 

Elder Osmond addressed the Con- | they were also deficient of a correct 


ference, and said he had no other de- pono of Him. The latter-day — 


sire than to teach those ,things that | work had come forth in fulfillment of 
would be profitable to the people by the predictions of the ancient 2 
the inspiration of the Spirit of God. | phets, and the assertion that God hac 
All the action of the outside world | restored the Gospel should not be con- 
would not destroy the work of God, | sidered inconsistent, seeing that the 
but would tend to accelerate its pro- ; Scriptures clearly foretold that event; 
eae. The responsibilities of the | and as it was in the Christian era, so 
ints had merely commenced with it is in these days, the poor gene- 
their admission into the Church, yet | rally accepted the message of salva- 
it seemed to him that some con- tion, as it was very difficult to ap- 
sidered they had done all that was proach the rich with this message. 
required by joining the Church. There | He declared that the authority to 
were many important duties enjoined | officiate.in all the ordinances of the 
upon all, and. we could not treat.these | Gospel was now on the earth and 
matters lightly without condemnation. | possessed by the Latter-day Saints. 


It was important that every one President Freeze exhorted the Saints 


should carry out the instructions of | to endeavor to put in practice the 
the Priesthood, and be earvest and | good instructions that had been im- 
diligent. We must attend to our parted by the Elders during Confer- 
prayers, and parents were required |ence. 
to instruct their children in the doc-| Benediction by President Wells. 
trines of the Church. The Saints] There was a good attendance of the 
should also exert themselves to gather | Saints at each meeting during the 
out of Babylon, and so escape the| day, and a few strangers were also 
influences of evil that were leading | present. A good spirit prevailed, and 
the — to destruetion. | the best attention was paid to the re- 
President Wells said he desired to | marks of the different speakers, who 
testify to the truth of the Gospel | discoursed freely on the principles of 
which we had: received, because it | truth. The choir, led by Brother Jas. 
carried with it a blessing that could | Holder, assisted by Brother Plimmer 
not be obtained in any other way. It and several of the Elders, sang some 
was ordained of God and revealed for | anthems during the service which 
the good of mankind. The religions | were much appreciated. : Ba | 
of the world were not recognized of 7 E. Houpesr, Clerk. 
God, and He was not responsible for | | : : 3 


— 


‘very mam desires success, and the strength of his desire is shown in the earnestness of 
hia efforts; the difference lies in the objects in which he desires to succeed. Earnestness 
is good, success is good; what we have to watch is that we are earnest in a worthy cause; 


then our success will be justly a matter of rejoicing. 


A Mistake in THE Epvucation oF CHILDREN.—Many of the influences now cast 
around children are actually educating them to unhappiness. Particularly is this done 
by instilling a disproportionate care and anxiety about little things. Not only is the 
them in his mind te the level of serious offenses; he also sees those around him whom he 
respects and loves fall of worry and disquiet about small annoyances; he hears them 
criticising trifling mistakes or delinquences in their neighbors, detailing petty crievances, 
complaining of little discomforts, craving all sorts of small luxuries, and he becomes ac- 
customed to see them usually occupied with matters that ought to be treated as com- 
paratively insignificant. This spirit is inevitably infused into his receptive mind, and 


thus the seeds of selfishness, narrowness, cowardice and unhappiness are effectually 


* 
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DISCERNING OF SPIRITS. 
| 
AMONG the gifts of the Spirit 1 by Paul, in the 12th aa: of his - 
first Epistle to the Corinthians, is “the discerning of spirits.” The import- 
ance of this gift is so great that every Latter-day Saint should possess it in 


some degree, although it may be the privilege of only a comparative few to 


be specially and fully endowed with it. Such is the case not only with this 
gift but also with others which Paul mentions, as wisdom, knowledge and 
faith, and we may include prophecy to a certain extent, for we are told that 
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. Every Latter-day Saint 
must possess these gifts in some degree, or he can make no progress in the 
kingdom of God, but this does not militate against some possessing each one 
in a more marked and particular manner, in the nature of a special gift or 
endowment, as explained by Paul in the chapter and epistle referred to. 
But there are other gifts mentioned by him which, although of great interest 
and value, are not so essential for all to possess, such as the working of 
miracles, speaking in tongues and the interpretation of tongues. These are 
all given by the same Spirit, and will always be found in the true Church of 
Christ, being some of the signs which Jesus said should follow those who 
believe in the true Gospel, yet it is not absolutely necessary that every 
believer should possess all of them, as Jesus Himself taught that a man may 
be a great prophet and yet do no miracle, as in the ease of John the Baptist. 

There are many spirits abroad in the world now as there were in the days 
of Jesus and His Apostles, and it is just as neceasary. for the Latter-day 
Saints to be in possession of the means of testing them as it was for those 
Who lived in former times. Many of these spirits operate through the 
agency. of human beings, while others seek to control us in a more, subt | 
manner. aud: mental which are not described but 
are readily comprehended, for we have all experienced them. - 

With the introduction of the Gospel in these last days, through don histo: 

mentality of the Prophet Joseph Smith, came a great activity and revival in 
spiritual influences and manifestations, greater, we believe, than has been 
experienced since the days of our Savior. This was to be expected. The 
true Gospel of Jesus Christ having heen restored to the earth, and the king- 
dom of God set up, it was consistent that the great adversary of truth should 
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as the Lord had again manifested Himself to the children of men by means 
of revelation, it was natural that Satan should seek to counteract ĩta influence 
by meaus of wicked spiritual manifestations. It is the existenee and circulation 
of the true and genuine coin that prompts and stimulates the eounterfeiter to 
the dissemination of the spurious, and it is his object to make the false as 
nearly like the true as he can, in order that as many as possible may be 
deceived and his gains increased. No sooner did angels and heavenly beings 
manifest themselves to the Prophet Joseph than spirits of an opposite 
character peeped and muttered and rapped, and there wasinaugurated a system of 
_ spurious revelation to lead the thoughés and hearts of men from the true and 
living God, and from the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In this way modern 
spiritualism had its rise, and millions of people have been deceived. by its 
bring and contradictory revelations. Not only have the purposes of Satan 
been directly served by many being led astray in this manner, but his wicked 
plans have been helped in an indirect way; for many people disgusted with 
the contradictions and absurdities of these spiritual manifestations have been 
led to reject every thing that ia based on revelation; and thus in rejecting the 

false they have also turned their backs upon the true, as a man who has 
often deen deceived by false: coin. may, 
led to refuse some which is genuine. 

The experience of all teaches us that 10 are Ale bes operating upon 
and affecting us other than those which have their origin in our own. volition 
and proceed from the workings of our own minds. Experience further 
teaches us that some of these influences are good and others bad, and that 
while many of them are so obviously good or bad as to require very little 
discernment to determine their character, there are others of such a conipli- 
cated. and uncertain nature that our powers of perception and intuition are 
at a loss to correetly analyze them. If they are bad they are mixed with so 
much apparent good that the small moiety of absolute evil they contain (and 
which really vitiates the whole) escapes our closest serutiny; and if they are 
good they are associated with conditions and features which are apparently 
wrong, (but which may be essentially proper) so that we are confused and 
troubled, and feel our inability to properly decide a question that may be of 
infinite importance to us and affect our temporal and eternal welfare. Now 
it is preeisely at such times that the gift of which Paul speaks: becomes of 
vital importance, and blessed. is the man or woman who possesses it in a 
ing; and thus arrive at righteous decisions. 

The. Latter-day Saints have many helio ito: guile ond them in the 
strait and narrow way that leads to eternal life. They have the privilege of 
obtaining counsel, from the servants of God, the living oracles who are 
qualified and authorized to represent Him upon the earth, and who. ever 
have the word of the Lord to give to the people. This is the manner in 
which ancient Israel enquired of the Lord in all matters of importance, and 
what a blessed privilege it was! Vet even this is not sufficient for all the 
purposes, of life. We are continually. brought into positions and emergencies 
where we have to act for ‘ourselves with. decision ‘and promptitude,. This 
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necessitates a continual 3 of the Holy Spirit which leads into all 
truth and includes in its gifts the discerning of spirits, whereby we may 
understand the spirits of all men with whom we meet and associate, and also 
comprehend the influences and spirits that are mn ne; ‘with: us 
for good or for evil. 

In writing on this subject to the Saints in his day, the Apostle John tells 
them: Exery spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is of God: And every spirit chat confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh is not of God.” Times have changed very much since John wrote 
‘those words. In these days, when it is. so popular to acknowledge the 
divine mission of Jesus, it is difficult for many to comprehend how crucial a 
test it was then to espouse the cause of the despised and hated Nazarene, and 
to confess that He was indeed the Christ. No spirit but that of God would 
induce a person to make such a confession, and thus expose himself to the 
contumely and hatred of the world and face the. fearful consequences. The 
Latter-day Saints can appreciate the efficacy of John’s test better than any 
other people, by applying it to their own experience in acknowledging the 
divinity of Joseph Smith’s mission in our own day. It takes a great deal of 
the faith, courage and devotion which enabled the ancient Saints to confess 
that Jesus was the Christ, to now sustain the Latter-day Saints in confessing 
and testifying that Joseph Smith and his- successors are true prophets and 
servants of God. It brings the same consequences, though, so far, in a lesser 
measure, Owing to the greater degree of liberty now existing in the world. 
We have to meet the hate and contumely and persecution of the world, and 
rr the Saints would flow as 
freely now as in the days of Nero. - | 

John's 
in its application to all dispensations, for mankind have ever been disposed 
to reject the servants of God who have been sent to them, and the spirit that 
would confess and acknowledge their missions and authority, and lead to an 
qceeptance and practice of their always be depended: upon as 
being of God. 

dom and judgment cannot always be depended upon to detect them, for evil 
is often lurking where we are looking for nothing but good, and we are also 
liable to be influenced by our own predilections for that which is wrong. Satan 
can sometimes appear as an angel of light, and especially in those latter days has 
he power to deceive almost the very elect. How necessary then that we avail 
ourselves of every divine help to discern * W * _— and influ- 


Mer Woods i is to return “home with the 
August Compeny. 

Tun THIRD Company. letter from President published in 1% 
issue, it will be seen that the Third Company of our emigration reached Salt 


Lake City on the evening of the 12th ult., instead of the , ‘of the Toth 
as copied by us from one of our Utah — 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENGE, 
— — 


wee ds A. eg Call i in a recent letter 1 describes an out door 
meeting he held in this city of many churches: - : 


“T had rather an interesting time on the market svi 5 on ‘the evening of 


July the 18th. After our meeting was closed, I went into the market, 
resolved to speak if opportunity presented. A large crowd had collected and 
were discussing religion, but my appearance was soon observed by a gentle- 
man who knew me, and I was immediately pointed out and heard from 
several that ‘the gentleman with the tall hat will speak.’ The gentleman with 
the tall hat readily assented. A closely packed ring was soon formed, and 
alter singing a couple of. verses, I started. I had just spent about an 
hour and a half at;the meeting, and three-quarters of an hour exhausted my 
small stock of voice and I was obliged to stop, but before doing so bore my 
strongest testimony, when it was noised he isa Mormon.’ Before commenc- 
ing I was interrogated with ‘who are you? To which I replied, ‘wait and 
see. Do you belong to the Salvation Army? ‘No.’ Upon seeing a real 
live ‘Mormon,’ there was some excitement, and I was plied with questions 
which I answered to their general satisfaction; but after a little time some of 
the roughs on the outside. pushed and jammed, and a policeman, forcing his 
way to the midille, asked, what he supposed to be the ‘bone of contention,’ to 


withdraw, although we, on the inside, were quietly discussing and answering 


the questions of interested persons. However, I was ready to go, and went, 
followed by an eager crowd, all anxious to get a peep at the elephant. This 


was, perhaps, the first meeting. held in the market of Norwich for a good 


many years, and while it may not have been wise for me to attempt such a 


thing alone, especially after so much speaking, yet I could not resist, and so 
warned as many as my voice could reach and left my testimony with them. 


Last Sunday was too wet for out-door work, but we intend to give them 


another trial, with a stronger force.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0— 


ARRIVAL OF THE COMPANY. WAS a genial kind and 


Hyrum, Cache 309 July 20, 1886. 
President B. H. W 
Dear have already 
learned by my last letter, we left New 
Vork on the. 8 the same day 
we arrived there went over the 
Central R R of New Jersey to Balti- 
more. Here we were met by Mr. P. 
Jurgensen, Emigration Agent and In- 
terpreter for the Baltimore and Ohio 


Obicago. We were twelve first 
class passenger coaches, and. hurried 
. through on limited express time. Mr. 


accommodating’ gentleman, who did 


everything in his power to make us 
oomdoatable and satisfied. 

In Chicago our company was divi- 
ded, and upwards of thirty-six of the 
com ny, — the direction of Elder 
L. J. Nuttall, Jun., went over the 
Chicago and Alton and D. and R. G. 

to Spanish Fork and Provo. The 


ioe of the company went over the 
R. R., over which road we traveled to | Chi 


Milwaukee and St. Paul to 


ICago, 
Council Bluffa, thence by the. U. P. 
The ‘object of the railroad 
nies on the whole route seemed to be 
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to rush us through in the shortest 
time possible, and very little time was 
and bore my testimony hundreds 


west ward we experienced conside 
difference .in the courtesy and treat- 


south. 


and a number of friends, and immedi- 


better than I expected. | 


| 9 years which I have spent in 


3 ening me in my 


and if I have been instrumental in 


given us at any point. In Chicago 
we made the transfer from train to 
omnibus, and from there to cars again 
in thirty minutes, From ae 

rable 


ment of the railroad officials, which. 
was somewhat less agreeable than 
what we had received on the first part 
of our journey. | | 
We reached Ogden on Monday, 
July 12th, at 5-45 p.m., having been a 
few hours less than five days in 
making the journey across the conti- 
nent, and arriving here sooner than 
our letters mailed for Utah in New 
York on the day of our departure 
from there. Those going north re- 
mained in Ogden over night, and those 
bound for Salt Lake City and the 
south proceeded to the city the same 
evening, where many received a hearty 
welcome and warm gree* 


friends and relatives, while those who | 


were going still further were made 
comfortable at the Tithing Yard. 

On the following day we helped the 
Saints in identifying their luggage 
and re-checking it, and on tr omen 
July 14th, at 7-20 a, m., we bid good- 
bye to the last of the company going 


We now n to feel as if we were 
at liberty to think of home, and made 
arrangements to get there as soon as 
practicable. I was met by my family 


ately after reaching my home I was 
welcomed by sweet and melodious 
strains of music from the Hyrum | 
Brass Band. I found my family well 


and happy, and my home in a better 
condition than w 


than when I left and much 
In looking back upon the two- and - 


missionary field, and noting the 
goodness aud mercy of Godin strength- 
and blessin 
my efforts to spread the truth, and 
the same time protecting my dear ones 
at home, I feel filled with gratitude 
and praise to my heavenly Father, 


His hands of accomplishing any good; 


ther in the everlasting oovenant, 
| C. F. Orsen. 


ting from their 


I had the pleasure, while away, of 
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initiating forty-three persons into the 


Church by the ordinance of 2 
0 


times to small and large con 


tions and in performing this work I 


experienced a joy and satisfaction that 


I never knew or felt before. My testi- 


mony bas been increased and strength- 
ened daily, and I know that outside 
of this Church there is no real joy, no 


genuine peace for the soul, and no 
certainty of a glorions resurrection 


and an exaltation in the presence of 
our heavenly Father. My at gp 
is that our Gospel is the pel of 
Jesus Christ, and contains the only 
saving principles ever made known to 


man. 
With kind regards to yourself and 


all at “ 42, as well as all my acquaint- 
ances, and ever praying for your wel- 
fare and success, I. remain your bro- 


ELDER BRONSON’S LABORS IN 
Nottingham, July 29, 1886. 
ottingha 18 

S Wells MY 29, 10 


President D. H. 


Dear Brother, —If it will not be in. 
truding On your time and patience, 1 


will give you a short account of my 
efforts in the direction of 8 
ire Dis- 


the Gospel in the Lincolnshire 
trict of the Nottingham Conference. 
The change of feeling I experienced 
in consequence of being so suddenly 
transplanted from the society of family 
and friends to that of strangers in a 
or ae is easier felt than des- 
cribed, but by fervent pares and a 
diligent application to study I have 
heen blessed beyond my expectations. 
Myopportunities for in-door preach- 
ing are few; this is attributable te the 
fact that there is only one organized 
Branch of the Church in my field of 
labor, so I am compelled to perform 
this duty entirely alone, with the 
honorable exception of the local assist- 
ance I receive from the wide- awake 
Screddington, Billingburrow and Sle- 
ford Saints. F 
The Lincolushire District is an ex- 
tensive field of labor. It is spread out 
over a section of country over two 
hundred miles in extent, which some- 
times taxes ee powers a 
little beyond their capacity of endu- 
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eit: labors: im this direction 
re 123 com ted the 


who are, I'am happy to say, living u 
to thes. of the Gospel 


nearly as the adverse circumstances 


with 1 they are surrounded will 
permie 

I have experienced a little opposi 
tion from both clergy and — 1 
have been deprived of two of my 
stopping places by the landlords 


_ threatening to turn their tenants out- 


of doors and employment if they per- 

mitted me to visit them any more. 
On arriving in a certain town (the 
name of which I shall forbear to men- 


tion), and while holding an open-air 


meeting, the services were malicious! 

— by certain parties calling 
me evil names, very much to the an- 
noyance of the more civilized’ and 
Christian portion of the audience. 
Fears were entertained that violent 
hands would be laid upon me, but I 
paid no.attention to the clamor, and 
the meeting continued to its termina- 


tion without any farther interruption. 


The next-day I received a challenge 
from a prominent Wesleyan local 


In re 

ciples of Mormonism; but having 
reason to believe that the motive 
which prompted him to make such a 
— ded from a desire 
to y, if possible, the effects of 


the Gospel seed which had been so 


hopefully sown in the hearts of the 
people, by: making use of unjustifiable 
weapons: of scandalous rumors and 


unauthenticated newspaper reports, I 


uestioned the 1 of accepting 
the proposal until I could get an op- 
portunity to consult Brother Walsb, 
the President of the Conference, in 
relation to the matter.» 
ze of a large and enthusiastic audi- 
ence which had been brought together 
to hear the Gospel as taught by the 
Reverend General Booth and his asso- 
and after the services were 
brought to a successful issue (I mean 
in the matter of shillings and pence), 
I stepped into the sanctimonious cirele 
and taught them the Gospel accordin 
to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
IT commenced by heartily: endorsing 


reacher, requesting me to meet him 
— the prin- 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILAENNIAL STAR 525. 


the remarks I had heard in relation 
to the necessity of our having faith in 
Christ, giving our hearts to God, re- 
penting of our sins, and that there is 
no other name given under heaven 
whereby mankind can be saved, only 
that of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. ‘Shouts of “ Amen, bless the 
Lord,” and other demonstrations of 
approval could be heard from differ- 
ent parts of the congregation; but 
when 1 laid before them the object of 
baptism, the laying on of hands for 
the reception of the Holy Ghost, the 
necessity of prophets and apostles, 
the gifts of the Spirit, etc., they calmed 
down and — at me with wonder 
and astonishment. 7 | 

I had the unexpected pleasure of 
meeting Brother Sleight, President of 
the Manchester Conference, who was 


visiting his friends in the town of - 
Swineshead. I also had the coe | 


of meeting our esteemed brother, 

der Joseph Graham, in the town of 
at which place he bap- 
tized a very misipg young man. 
Perhaps it aight be out of place 


-to say that I have had the honor of 


leading three persons into the waters 


of baptism since I commenced my 


labors in this District. 
The Reverend Phrenological and 


anti- Mormon” lecturer, Mr. Wood, 


has been making superhuman efforts 
of late in this District, by misrepre- 
— — circulating lies of the 
most infamous character regurdin 

the polygamie faith r 0 

the Latter-day Saints, with the inten- 
tion of increasing the prejudice which 
already exists against that much — 
seeuted people, and when I see how 
eager the community are to swallow 
down such unreasonable statements, | 
feel that the labors of the Elders are 


almost destitute of any perceptible 


beneficial results. 
The efforts of the Priesthood in 
making converts to the Gospel in these 
days may be justly compared to the 
labor of gleaning the grapes after the 
vintage is over. The Lord informs 
us in one of His latter day revelations, 
that after the testimony of His ser- 
vantscumeth the testimony of thunder- 


‘ings and lightnings, earthquakes, war 
— — the inhabitants 


of the earth are made to feel the 


i 
i 
i 


. 
. 
| 
| 
| 
* 
— 
＋ 
Gq 
a 
2 
1. 
7. 
7 
fi 
x 
<3 
* 
＋ 
> 
4 
& 
« 
¢- 
te 
* 
— 
. 


i 


526 SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAB. 


wrath and indignation of an offended 
God, and as coming events sometimes 
cast their shadows before, so the signs 
of the times are an unmistakable 
indication that the time is near at 


band ‘when these important events 


will transpire. And while the Saints 
are steadfastly looking forward: for 


the accomplishment of these things, it | 


is to be hoped that they will humble 
themselves before the Lord and be- 
come united together for the accom- 
plishment of His great and mighty 
purposes, and that the dark clouds of 

ution, which at present are 
threatening the Saints with utter des- 
traction, may be dis and the 


sunshine of politital and religious. 


liberty in the near future be the herit- 
age of God's — — 
I remain your brother in the Gospel, 
. W. W. Bronson. 
Arras IN IRELAND. 
Belfast, Aug. 6, 1886. 
Dear Brother, — Thinking a few 
lines from the “Ould Sod” might 
rove interesting, in a brief manner 


will endeavor to state the condition. 


of things in Belfast, and how we feel 
about it. They say, A close mouth 
makes.a wise head,” but in Belfast the 
adage is changed to “A close month 
makes a whole head.” I think the 
latter to be much more appropriate, 
especially at the present, and gene- 


rally I prove my honest convictions 
by my works, and keep just as quiet 


as I ibly can. ree words in 


opposition to the mind of my neighbor 


is apt to get me into a row, soas I um 
not desirous of taking part in their 
peculiar fun, I do not pass my opinion 
either for good or for bad on any sub- 
ject; but feeling safe in addressing 
these few lines to you, I am going to 
be brave 3 say that Belfast 
is in rather a lamentable condition. 
Party feelings have got to such a pitch 
that truly every man’s hand is rai 
against his neighbor. Hardly a night 
but what someone's blood is 


eft in the streets, and in many in · 


stances as high as thirty or forty have 
been killed and wounded by the. offi- 
cers in one evening while trying to re- 
store peace. It is quite unsafe to be 


on the streets after six o'clock in the 


| 


evening, so we are compelled to por 
pone our out-door services until the 
surrounding circumstances look more 
favorable than they do at the present. 
When that will be I cannot tell, but I 
suppose there is One who is better 
acquainted with the nature fof riots 
than I, and in His own due time will 
Per a matters so that we can pro- 


A splendid spirit prevails among 
the Sainte, and the * of the 
outside world only tends to strengthen 
them in their efforts to serve their 
Maker, for they realize to a certain 
extent that it is only in fulfillment of 
the orator of the prophets of the 
Lord which were spoken, both in‘ an- 
cient and modern periods of the 
world's history. 
Since Brother Smith last wrote, 
another subject of God's own kingdom 
has been conducted into the waters of 
baptism, and many more are quite 
favorable and busily investigating the 
* teach. We have of late 
ound two or three Hwho were once 
members of the Church and have been 
separated from us for about twenty 
and some%of them are quit 
avorable. In going down town about 
a fortnight ego, I accidentally hap- 
pened to go into a shop where I was 
at once recognized by a lady as a 
“* Mormon” Elder, and in a short con- 
versation she told me she was once a 
member, but had not seen a Latter- 
day Saint for twenty-six years. She 
also remarked that our jle had 
caused her many a sad ti weary 
thought, And now,“ said she, I be- 
lieve the Lord bas brought. 6 Gos- 
pel to me again.” She gave us seve- 
ral names of members who!were left 
and were: without a place of worship 
to attend, and with the assistance of 


the Lord we will try and give them 


all another chance of ;hearing the 

heavenly- principles + with 

which we are sent. 
Although we cannot get out * 


licly to publish the principles o 
Gos 


G we have quite successful 
in finding places where we can sit by 
the fire side and perform the same 
labor. I once had hopes of some of 
my friends embracing the Gospel, but 
little by little they are vanishing 


away. Some of them have heard per- 
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sons, speak in tongues, and have seen | in sending kind regards to yourself 

the sick healed under the hands of |-and all at the Office. 

the Elders, but they seem to be the Ever your brother in the covenant, 

most indifferent of all. E. CLrDk. 
Brother Smith is well, and joins me 


U TAH NEWS. 
—— — 
5 Summarized from Territorial ‘Papers. ) 
Some peaches ripened in Salt Lake City in July this year. 


Cattle trains are en 1 numbers of cattle from Southern Idaho 
to Wyoming. 


Trout are more plentiful this year than pa owine, it is thought, to the 


rigid enforcement of the fish and game laws. 

President Cleveland has nominated Henry. p. Henderson, of Michigan, to 
be Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of Utah, presumedly i in * of 
the unprincipled Powers. 

Richard V. Jones, a highly respected young man, employed at the Utah 


Central railway office in Provo was killed by the accidental discharge of his 


gun, on the 16th ult, in Provo Canyon. , 

Two “Mormons” were recently examined W a United States Com- 
missioner, on a charge of breaking the Edmunds law, and, to the surprise of 
everybody, were acquitted, although there was not the = proof to sus- 
tain the charge. Such an event is phenomenal. _ 

The case of the Territorial Auditor and Treasurer will go up to the United 
States Supreme Court on appeal, when it is hoped a just decision will be 
given as to whether gentlemen of the people’s choice, or office hunters and 
adventurers appointed by a tyrannical Governor, shall hold those important 

offices. 
Governor West of Utah . been indulging in the spread - eagle exercise of 
“ proclaiming” in relation to the “Mormons.” Ia his proclamation he tells 


a few truths that everybody kubdws, and some untruths that nobody believes 


who is acquainted with the facts. It looks as though his object is n. 
at a cheap cost. 

Mra. Bailey, of Salt Lake, while traveling by team from Bingham, accom- 
panied by several children, gave.a drink from a bottle, which she supposed 
contained water, to one of them, her daughter, three and a half years old. 
It proved, however, to be carbolic acid, which the teamster had been using on a 
— * horse. The child died from the ffects of the poison ii in about twenty- 
six hours. 


⁰˙v3v3 of health are 
nesu, and that man live within his inoome, however small. 


It is he who possesses the strongest and best equipped mind, the truest and ürmest 
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